CDFG Large Mammal Advisory Committee P —
Project Concept Form
Project Title: Determining the status of bighorn sheep near Truckee
Contact Person (First, Last): Sara, Holm Proposed Start Date: _7/1/2012
Phone Number: (530) 346-6305 Proposed Duration: _2years
Email Address: sholm@dfg.ca.gov Does Project Require Helicopter Use?[Yes |
Collaborator(s): NDOW
DFG Region (check all that apply): Project Theme (check all that apply):
O Northern Region Resource Assessment
E North Central Region Population Enhancement
O Bay Delta Region O Habitat Conservation
O Central Region O Regulatory Program
O South Coast Region O Monitoring/Assessing Population Health
O Inland Deserts Region
O Statewide
County (leave blank if statewide): Nevada, Placer, Washoe
Budget Overview (Estimated):
Category Estimated Costs
Personnel $10,000.00
Equipment/Operating $20,000.00
Total Estimated Cost: $30,000.00
Budget Detail (Estimated):
Fiscal Year
(July 1 — June 30) Amount Fund Source
FY 11/12 $1 5,00000 Big Game Management Account
FY 12/13 $1 5,00000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 1112 $0.00 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $OOO Big Game Management Account
FY 11/12 $000 Big Game Management Account

Need Statement (a BRIEF outline describing the need for the concept, the objectives and how the effort will be conducted):
This concept is needed to determine the feasibility of reintroduction of Desert Bighorn Sheep to the Sierra Nevada in the CDFG's North Central
Region. Potential areas in Nevada and Alpine counties that were historic range for bighorn sheep would be evaluated. Places like the Truckee
River Canyon have remained mostly undeveloped due to steep terrain and contains fairly large tracts of public land. CDFG has previously
considered translocating bighorn sheep to this area to try and re-establish a population but did not evaluate potential. As recently as 2010 the
Truckee River Canyon was considered for domestic sheep allotment by a private party suggesting that current habitat could sustain a sheep
population. This proposal would identify the current status and use of similar habitat by sheep in close proximity to the project site (including
domestic allotments), evaluate habitat suitability and release sites, identify stressors or barriers to reintroduction and establish a collaborative
team with the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) to prepare a translocation strategy/plan. Groundwork would also be done to complete all
required environmental clearance. If found feasible, the next step would be to carry out a translocation.

NDOW has an ongoing reintroduction of sheep to a historic use area along Interstate 80 east of Reno and will bring current knowledge, logistical
strategy and feasibility analysis tools to the process. The use of these funds would be to conduct surveys by helicopter and/or fixed wing flights
over the area and assess current habitat suitability. Incompatible vegetation, terrain and other barriers would be identified for possible treatment
or preclusion. The area would be mapped to determine if sheep would be able to meet daily and annual needs, and to suggest a number for
future translocation of animals. Connectivity would be mapped and identified to establish movement opportunity to higher elevation summer
range and to predict where sheep may spread from the release area. Funds will support a Scientific Aide to analyze habitat information gathered
from flights and ground survey, prepare maps and catalogue hazards or stressors that would prevent reintroduction. There would be
coordination with the USFS, BLM and adjacent land owners to ensure that no future domestic sheep permits would be allowed. NCR staff would
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